Timeline of DoLS (Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards)
	Year
	Key Event

	2004
	HL Case (HL v UK): European Court of Human Rights rules that HL, an autistic man, was unlawfully detained without legal safeguards, violating his right to liberty.

	2005
	Mental Capacity Act 2005 is introduced, providing a framework for decision-making for individuals who lack capacity.

	2007
	Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) are added to the Mental Capacity Act to protect individuals in hospitals and care homes from unlawful deprivation of liberty.

	2009 onwards
	DoLS are implemented, requiring authorisation for any deprivation of liberty and providing review processes and rights to challenge decisions.



